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SOLDIERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 



The Illinois committee of the D. A. R. on Historic 
Places, co-operating with the Genealogical Committee of 
the State Historical Society, hopes to establish the military- 
record of all Revolutionary soldiers buried in Illinois, 
and to locate their burial places as far as possible. These 
records of service will be published in the Journal of the 
State Historical Society from time to time as furnished 
by the counties in which the soldiers resided and lie buried. 

The committee also hopes to secure the placing of Gov- 
ernment markers upon the graves of these Revolutionary 
patriots. 

For this issue of the Journal the following counties are 
represented, and all records have been verified — Cass, 
Warren, Henderson, Macon and Iroquois. 

By far the greater number of Revolutionary soldiers 
lived in the southern part of the state. As there are no 
chapters of the D. A. R. in many of these counties, the 
records will necessarily be more difficult to obtain. 

The D. A. R. of Illinois feel that the establishing and 
preserving for all time, these records of the men who 
served with efficiency in establishing the independence of 
the colonies, is a most important work for the state and for 
the nation. 

Cass County. 

Phineas Underwood, so far as known, is the only member 
of the Revolutionary army whose remains lie in Cass 
county soil. He was born in the state of Vermont in 
1763; enlisted in 1781 in the Vermont line of troops under 
Capt. Josiah Fish, serving ten months. In 1826 Phineas 
Underwood came to Illinois, settling near what is now 

* A list of the Revolutionary soldiers buried in Sangamon county was pub- 
lished in the April 1912 Journal. 
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the city of Virginia. Several months since, through the 
efforts of the Grand Army Post of Virginia, the remains 
of this soldier were removed from the neglected grave yard 
to Walnut Ridge cemetery, where a U. S. Government 
marker now tells the story of this patriot. 

Macon County. 

William Dickey enlisted when quite young in the Vir- 
ginia troops, under Capt. William Waters, in the first 
Artillery Regiment, commanded by Col. Charles Harri- 
son. He served three years. Coming to Illinois in 1829, he 
settled in Macon County, where he died in 1832, and is 
buried in the old French Creek cemetery, Argenta. On 
June 6th, 1912, the Decatur Chapter D. A. R. placed a 
marker at his grave with impressive ceremonies. Four 
generations of direct descendants were present. 

Iroquois County. 

Thomas Williamson, a native of Hampshire county, 
Virginia, where he was born in 1757, enlisted about one 
year before the surrender of Cornwallis, under Capt. 
Anderson, Col. Holmes commanding. After the close of 
the war he removed to Indiana, and from there to Iroquois 
County, Illinois, where he died. 

Warren County. 

prepared by mrs. helen nye rupp of monmouth. 
David Finley was born in Belfast, Ireland, March 9, 
1761 ; coming to America when a lad, he enlisted in the Con- 
tinental Army, serving under Captain Samuel Miller, 
Col. Aenas Mackey, 8th Penn. regiment. He was in the 
battles of Brandy wine and Germantown. In 1818, Mr. 
Finley was a resident of Clarke County, Indiana; he 
removed to Warren County, Illinois, where he died Sep- 
tember 3, 1838. Mr. Finley is buried near Oquawka, 
Henderson County, which was at the time of his death 
in Warren County. 
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David Lynn, born in Connecticut in 1764; enlisted in 
1780 under Capt. Martin Lord, Lieut. William Lynn 
(his brother) and in Col. Swift's regiment. After 1832, 
he removed to Warren County, Illinois, where he died. 
Mr. Lynn is buried on a farm near the cemetery, 

This old cemetery of the ' ' Old South Henderson United 
Presbyterian Church,'* contains the grave of Daniel 
McMillan, a soldier of the Revolution. He enlisted from 
South Carolina, where he was born in 1752 ; he died August 
14, 1838. 

Benjamin Blankenship, a native of Hampton, Virginia, 
enlisted in 1777, serving as private in Capt. Anthony 
Singleton's company. Col. Charles Harrison's regiment 
was in the battle of Camden. At the close of the war, he 
came to Shelby County, Ohio, and in 1836, removed to 
Warren County, 111., where he died in 1844. 



